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Question 1
In one of its research, the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development determined that African Americans had about 96% chance of experiencing housing discrimination in 1979 (Fulwood III, 2016). The percentage is high as well among Latino families, whether light-skinned or dark-skinned. The extent of housing discrimination is rooted deep in the history of the United States from slavery, where black Americans faced all sorts of discrimination. With time, people moved away from slavery. However, people of color continued to face discrimination in several ways, including in segregation in housing. 
Several institutions and economic forces limited black from participating in their civic rights and community life. For instance, lenders who sought to maintain a racially white neighborhood would discriminate against black families in their lending practices. Lenders would initiate racial covenants that would inhibit black communities from owning homes alongside white occupants. Developers were strategic in their planning to include restrictive covenants in their housing plans. Other discriminatory practices include higher interests rates for blacks than whites earning similar incomes.
As a result, African Americans were reduced to highly segregated ghettos with poor housing and limiting their dream to owning a home. The segregation led to limited opportunities for the black community compared to the other races. Black communities that worked hard could not achieve their desired goal of homeownership and would have to stay in disadvantaged neighborhoods.
Furthermore, lenders got support from the courts and the federal government that encouraged policies that blocked African Americans from moving into white neighborhoods. As one of the largest financers, federal agencies contributed to the rising suburban homes and boosted homeownership while, of course, living out the black community. Federal agencies demanded racial exclusions in their agreements to participate in any investment. The courts, on the other hand, allowed restrictive policies to pass through as laws. As a result, the constitution risked the lives of people of color and allowed discrimination and segregation towards them. 

Question 2
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although gradual, there are several efforts and reforms implemented through the years to bring change in housing segregation. The1968 Fair Housing Act worked to implement equality in housing, as well as the 1974 Equal Credit Opportunity Act, among others (Fulwood III, 2016). Housing segregation is still present, and statistics show that people of color have to earn more to live in similar neighborhoods as white people. Years of discriminatory policies such as redlining, zoning rules, and limited lending to people of color continue to promote housing segregation and disparities that cut across health, wealth, and education. 
Until present, there is substantial evidence of large and persistent racial disparities in term of health. In 1950, the white community had a higher life expectancy of up to 7.4 – 9.3 years more than their black counterparts (Williams and Sternthal, 2010). In 2006, the gap moved to 4-6 years longer indicating slow growth. Despite several legal and social reforms, racial disparities in wealth in the United States remain persistent over 40 years. 
Since racial policies implemented in the past minorities from improving their socioeconomic status, the effects trickle down to the children making the process of acquiring wealth slowly. The disparities in education can be traced back to policies that led to segregated neighborhoods with little access to education (Bloome, 2014). In recent years, despite pursuing higher education, securing good jobs, and purchasing homes, African Americans still lag behind their counterparts. 
Over the years policy recommendations stemming from racism and equality has created a significant wealth gap between black communities and the white (Hanks, Solomon, and Weller, 2018). The process of bridging the gap through reforms and policies that do not discriminate has been slow racism is deeply rooted in the country. People of color continue to be poor and unable to access quality health services, education, and good jobs. Policies that provide a universal framework should be the main focus to create and demand equality in their implementation.
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